
something had been hushed up was the legitimate offspring of the belief that something of a dreadful nature had been discovered, which was never revealed.    The belief that something of a dreadful nature had been discovered was the legitimate offspring of a public intimation to that effect from the Chief Justice of England. The intimation from the Chief Justice was the legitimate offspring (though an untimely birth.) of his belief that he had discovered it.    The belief that he had discovered it was the offspring (legitimate also, according to his own doctrine that the evidence of a man who accuses himself in his testimony is as strong as if on oath) of Franklin's liberal budget of confessions.    And Franklin's budget of confessions was the natural offspring of his disinclination to be hanged sooner than he could help.   Unless therefore there be any difficulty in believing that Franklin was a man who would tell a lie rather than be hanged, there is no reason for supposing that the iniquities he hinted at had any existence except in his own brain.    By pretending to be able to disclose such things, he knew that he should at any rate delay his own execution.    That his statements were false, we have what may be regarded as positive evidence : for there are among our State Papers several examinations taken down in Coke's own hand, evidently suggested by Franklin's information, and aiming fco eEcit evidence in corroboration of it, which show that he had followed the scent with his usual zeal and diligence and found nothing,    A few vague rumors and a few old wives' stories were all the return of his industry. This general assumption being withdrawn, the facts which remain admit, in my opinion, of an easy and sufficient explanation.   The King parted with Somerset at Eoyston in his ordinary manner, because (making a just distinction between accusation^ and guilt) he would not taeat as guilty a man who had not even heard what he
